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The Atlantic hurricane season runs June 1 through November 30 and, according to NOAA, peaks mid-August through mid-October. 
 
Hurricanes bring strong winds and dangerous storm surge. Even if you’re not in the direct path of a storm, you could still be at risk from heavy rain and flooding. Here is some key information to help make sure you’re prepared ahead of time. 
 
A hurricane watch means storm conditions are possible within the next 48 hours. If you’re under a watch, it’s a good time to review your evacuation route. If you don’t know your route, you can check with your local emergency management agency. You should also make a plan with your family—like deciding how you’ll communicate if you get separated. Stay informed by keeping a close eye on the forecast and follow directions from your local officials.
 
A hurricane warning means storm conditions are expected within the next 36 hours. If you’re under a warning, get your car ready by keeping the gas tank full and stocking it with emergency supplies and a change of clothes. Bookmark your city or county website or follow them on social media for quick access to important updates and instructions. Follow evacuation orders if they’re given.
 
For more great information on preparing for hurricanes, visit ready.gov/hurricane. 

